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Nebraska teacher fired for unauthorized absence to go to religious meeting

1. What was the main point of the article?

This article explained a situation where an elementary teacher wanted to take time off to attend a religious meeting but was denied. The woman then decided she was still going to attend the meeting. She was placed on paid administrative leave and eventually her contract was canceled. The article discusses the teacher’s position and how she planned to deal with the situation.

2. Describe your reaction to the topic being presented.

a. Were you surprised by the position taken by the author?  Why or why not.

The article gives both sides of the story but only quotes the teacher in question. I was not surprised by this. The school board and administration was not allowed to comment on the issue so the only factual information provided would have to come from the teacher. I think the article did a good job of explaining the teacher’s situation. By not presenting information from the school board or others, they take an unspoken position in the issue.

b. Did you agree or disagree with the position presented?  State why you agreed or disagreed.

I agree with the position presented. In the article the teacher suggests her first amendment rights have been violated. To some extent, I agree with her statement. I feel that by not allowing her time to attend this religious meeting, the school wasn’t allowing the teacher to grow spiritually as well as professionally. Even if the school didn’t support the information being presented at the meeting, by not letting her attend, some of her rights as a citizen were violated. The school could have let the woman go to the meeting then explained their views when she returned.

c. Do you think the general public agrees or disagrees with this position?  Why or why not?

I think that the general public disagrees with this position. This situation happened in a public school where very little religious material can even be talked about. Generally, people believe that in public schools there should be no discussion of religion. When a teacher wanted to go to a religious meeting this inevitably brings up the topic of religion in public schools. 

3. Describe other topics related to your article that you would be interested in finding out more about in the future.

I am very interested in the idea of separation of Church and State when it comes to public schools. Situations that involve the blending of the two are very controversial yet very interesting. It is fascinating how the parties involved go about solving or dealing with the issue.

4. References (include the complete reference for the article using APA formatting).

Moody, J. (2013, November 12). Nebraska Teacher Fired for Unauthorized Absence to go to Religious Meeting. Omaha World Herald. 

5. Article Attachment Requirements: 

http://www.omaha.com/article/20131112/NEWS/131119695
All Year UNO Program for Student Teachers Stresses Field Experience

1.    What was the main point of the article?

This article discussed a new way of preparing teachers for the workforce. UNO has created a new way of teaching its education students. Currently, the program is only for secondary education majors but they hope to expand it to other age groups as the program progresses. This program allows student teachers to co-teach for an entire year instead of just a semester. Students also have a mentor who helps them with their methods and gives them suggestions of what they need to work on. They believe in the importance of field experience and with increased classroom time, UNO education majors will be getting that experience.

2.    Describe your reaction to the topic being presented.


a. Were you surprised by the position taken by the author?  Why or why not.

This article was not surprising to me. I know I personally have already gained so much knowledge from my field experience that I understand the importance of it. It was only a matter of time until someone thought to increase everyone’s hours! The article seems to promote the idea of more field experience and this does not surprise me.

b. Did you agree or disagree with the position presented?  State why you agreed or disagreed.

I too believe in the importance of field experience. Without it, one cannot be a successful teacher. This program seems to be doing great things for the education majors at UNO. They will have more than enough experience by the time they graduate. UNO is creating a program that will better the teachers in Omaha, which will in turn better the schools in Omaha.

c. Do you think the general public agrees or disagrees with this position?  Why or why not?

I think the general public agrees with the information presented in this article. The teachers that come from UNO make up about two thirds of teachers in the Omaha area. That is a big number. Parents can be glad their children’s teachers are coming out of such a new and innovative program. This new plan with increase teacher effectiveness and I believe that is something no parent would discourage!

3.    Describe other topics related to your article that you would be interested in finding out more    

        about in the future.

As a secondary education major this program is very interesting to me. I am able to apply it to the program I am in and look for similarities and differences. I think the idea of a yearlong student teaching program could be very helpful to teachers preparing to enter their first year of teaching. I am interested to see if any other schools will adopt this program as well.

4.    References (include the complete reference for the article using APA formatting).

Perry, K. H. (2013, November 18). All-Year UNO Program for Student Teachers Stresses Field Experience. Omaha World Herald.
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OPS Board is One Vote Away from Adopting Minimum 2.0 GPA for Student Athletes  

1.     What was the main point of this article?

This article talked about the grade requirements of athletes to participate in their respective sports. The district has to vote one more time to implement the 2.0 rule. If it is enacted, students will have to keep a 2.0 GPA in order to play a sport. If it drops below this they will have to sit out. This discussion developed because of the fact that the Nebraska state rules are among the most lax in the country. If they were to go by the Nebraska laws of eligibility, students could technically get D’s in four of their classes and F’s in three, and still participate in a sport. With the new rule, students will have to pass all classes.

2.      Describe your reaction to the topic being presented.


a. Were you surprised by the position taken by the author?  Why or why not.

Sadly, I was surprised by this article. Sometimes it seems like students who play sports are given special treatment or do not have to work as hard as other students. They can use the excuse that they had a game or an excuse or some sort to get out of turning in an assignment on time. This article explains a system that will put more strict regulations on athletes and their academic performance.

b. Did you agree or disagree with the position presented?  State why you agreed or disagreed.

I agree with the content provided in this article. I think student athletes should be pushed to reach their highest potential. They should have to keep a certain GPA to be able to play the sport they love. As a student athlete now, I appreciate a guideline as to what my grades need to be. If there was not a guideline I may be tempted to slack off. I believe this is what many high school athletes are doing and they are getting away with it. The OPS school board is reducing this by putting this rule into place.

c. Do you think the general public agrees or disagrees with this position?  Why or why not?

I think the public could be split with this decision. If there is an athlete who is a strong force on a team but is not able to play because of his or her grades, the parents and public who support the team are going to be very angry with the school. Sometimes high school sports can be quite heated and if this rule takes an important player out of a game, there will be some discontent.

3.    Describe other topics related to your article that you would be interested in finding out more    

       about in the future.

As a teacher it is your responsibility to ensure that all students understand the material you are teaching. If you have athletes who are falling below this threshold, you have to work with them to get that grade up. This applies to all students in the education field. You have to learn how to help students in a way that will get them back to where they need to be. This can be difficult because you could possibly have coaches or parents asking you to just give the athlete the grade so he or she can participate. It will be interesting to see what kind of reactions come out of this rule and if other districts follow suit.

4.    References (include the complete reference for the article using APA formatting).

Duffy, E. (2013, November 19). OPS Board is one Vote Away From Adopting Minimum 2.0 GPA for Student Athletes. Omaha World Herald.
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Not all are Onboard with One-Size-Fits-Al Approach to OPS Class Schedule

1.     What was the main point of this article?

Block scheduling is a relatively new aspect of education when it comes to how the day is planned out. The article discussed how some believe that a ninety minute class period is too much information and time in one class for some students to handle. The OPS school board is currently trying to decide what the best route to take is with this situation. The article provided thoughts from several people involved in the decision making process. It goes back and forth between pros and cons of block scheduling.

2.      Describe your reaction to the topic being presented.


a. Were you surprised by the position taken by the author?  Why or why not.

Lately there has been a lot of talk about block scheduling and schools are considering switching to this time of routine. I was not surprised with the discussion of pros and cons of the schedule but I was surprised that the article seems to list more cons than pros. Everyone I know who has gone through block scheduling seemed to love it. That may be from a student’s point of view but I haven’t heard any complaints from people who have used it.

b. Did you agree or disagree with the position presented?  State why you agreed or disagreed.

I do agree with the stance that block scheduling has a lot of cons. Although I have never experienced it first hand, I believe that students can only focus on one area for so long. I know that I, personally, would not be able to sit in a class for ninety minutes without losing focus. I think it is important for students to retain the information being taught to them and if they are not paying attention to begin with, they are never going to remember the material.

c. Do you think the general public agrees or disagrees with this position?  Why or why not?

I feel as though the public could be split about this issue. If you attended a school with block scheduling you may be for that type of class schedule but if you had a traditional schedule you may be opposed to block scheduling. People also may be influenced by the preference of their children and how successful they believe they will be in a certain schedule.

3.    Describe other topics related to your article that you would be interested in finding out more    

       about in the future.

I think it is interesting that some schools are for block scheduling and some are not. No solid research has been done to prove one is better than the other so for the time being it is strictly preference. I would like to look in more detail at the pros and cons of block scheduling and whether or not it could potentially be an affective technique.

4.    References (include the complete reference for the article using APA formatting).

Duffy, E. (2013, November 21). Not all are Onboard with One-Size-Fits-All Approach to OPS Class Schedules. Omaha World Herald.
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Nebraska teachers try Game Promoting Good Behavior through Peer Pressure

1.     What was the main point of this article?


The article gives an example of ways teachers and schools are reinforcing good behavior. They are using games that involve the entire class to try and get the students to increase good behavior. Basically, once or twice a week these games take place. The students are all on teams. If your team behaves well, you get the prize. This gives all kids a chance to win. If students are behaving well but their teammates are not, they may try to get their friend to behave differently so they can win.

2.     Describe your reaction to the topic being presented.


a. Were you surprised by the position taken by the author?  Why or why not.

I wasn’t necessarily surprised at this new idea and how the author promoted it. I thought it seemed like a great new idea that could potentially change the way students behave in a classroom. It was only a matter of time until students’ behavior got to a point where nothing else could be done. Behavior has been progressively getting worse and teachers are the ones who have to find ways to correct these issues.

b. Did you agree or disagree with the position presented?  State why you agreed or disagreed.

I agree with the position of the article. I think these games are a great idea to try and get kids to behave well at school. It is a unique way that has never been attempted in a metro area school so why not give it a try. These games force kids to work together to win the games. If one of the team members misbehaves he or she is going to have several other kids who are very angry with them. This also teaches kids the importance of team work and the ability to work together.

c. Do you think the general public agrees or disagrees with this position?  Why or why not?

I think the public would agree with this. If a parent had a student who did not behave well in school, they might like this idea. With this technique, students who misbehave are less likely to exhibit this behavior if the majority of their team is not. This might also improve behavior at home. Parents would see less behavioral issues in school and wouldn’t have to worry about getting notes home from teachers and things of that nature. The game isn’t harming children and it is helping the vast majority.

3.    Describe other topics related to your article that you would be interested in finding out more    

       about in the future.

This article promotes good behavior in children. It could possibly spark new ideas for teachers dealing with children with behavioral issues. Teachers can empathize with each other and create new games and activities to attempt to improve these behaviors. I find it interesting that games like this exist to try to help kids stay out of trouble. I am interested to see how many schools will think of things like this to try and improve the behavior of the children in their schools.

4.    References (include the complete reference for the article using APA formatting).
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