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The decision of which career path to take is quite possibly the most important one we will ever make. It decides what we will be doing every day for the rest of our lives. Up until about a week before I started my first college classes I was dead set on getting my degree in nursing. It was not until the reality of the situation set in that I became unsure of my decision. I pictured my life as a nurse and realized it was not something I wanted for myself or thought I would be happy doing. This is when I took a giant leap of faith, decided to completely change my mind and head towards the direction of education. Now that I have settled in, I am confident in my decision and believe I was truly called to become a teacher.


Most people are able to say they have had one or two outstanding teachers in their high school career that made a definite impact on their lives. All of my high school teachers were great but like many others, there are a few that stick out in my mind. One in particular, was only my teacher for one semester but managed to impact me more than any other teacher ever had. This woman was also my soccer coach so we spent a lot of time together come soccer season. I got to see her work in multiple environments and the way she interacted with students and players really impressed me. She pushed me to be my best even when things are not going my way and taught me how to work and play like the strong, confident young woman I was. I am who I am today because of the guidance I received from this woman throughout my years in high school. This is one of the main reasons I want to become a teacher. I want to be that positive role model and guidance for the kids that I will teach. I am very fortunate to have had such a great mentor in high school and I one day hope to be that person for the students I will teach.


Another great aspect of a career in teaching is the school community as a whole. My goal is to one day be a teacher in a Catholic school. Since oftentimes these schools are smaller, the environment seems much tighter and close knit. I loved the environment my grade and high schools created. It allowed me to get to know my teachers and the other students around me quite well. I discovered that I learn best when in smaller classes with a lot of contact with the teacher. Being a teacher in a school with smaller class sizes would allow me to be able to help students one on one which I believe I would really enjoy since I work best in small groups. The thought of being involved in such a family type setting for my job is another reason I am so confident in my decision to pursue teaching.


Branching off from the idea of a small, close knit environment, I truly believe that each day in any school is a new adventure. From what I have experienced as a student, no two days are ever alike and if they are, something is wrong! In my teaching career I look forward to dealing with different things each and every day and hopefully never having a dull moment. In teaching there are so many situations that could possibly occur and that is exciting to me. Each student has a story to tell and the fact that as a teacher I would be able to hear these stories gives me immense excitement for the career path I have chosen. Helping people is something I strive to do every day, even if it is something small. As a teacher I feel I would be serving the students and faculty I work with every day, which I would find very rewarding.


I believe that in high school, extracurricular or sport related activities are essential in a child’s overall success. The people who supervise and coach these activities are also very important in the development of certain skills. Coaches are able to positively impact the child’s self confidents and drive to constantly be better. Since the beginning of high school, the game of golf has been a very important aspect of my life. This was the activity I chose to be involved in and it has taught me much more than just how to swing a golf club. As a high school teacher I hope to take my knowledge of golf and put it to use as a coach. Oftentimes it is hard to get outside members of society to coach a high school golf team so I believe my talents could be very useful since most coaches are also teachers. As a coach and teacher of the game of golf, I would be able to teach students the importance of patience, a positive attitude and honesty; all of which are important not only on the golf course but in life as well.


There are countless reasons I want to become a teacher, but three of them include the ability to become a positive influence on students, the school atmosphere and daily schedule and the opportunity to coach and share my knowledge with students outside of the classroom. The fact that I could have such an impact on the lives and futures of students I will teach is somewhat of a big deal. I am excited to be given the opportunity to work with students and hopefully impact them in ways they will appreciate the rest of their lives. I truly believe that the decision I made to change my major to education was the best choice I have ever made.


