


Rashid 12


Integrated Thematic Unit Template
EDU 262 Literature for Young Adults
I. Unit Context 

1. The theme of this unit will be friendship. Students will read Charlotte’s Web to discover the meaning of a true friend. Students will also note the importance of time frames, communication and language.
2. The intended grade level for this unity is fifth grade. Areas covered will be literature (reading, writing, comprehension and vocabulary), art (drawing), science (study of farm animals/life cycles) math (timelines and duration) and social sciences (friendship, loyalty etc.).
3. Students will use computers for different aspects of the unit. Major topics discussed will be friendship and loyalty, time management as well real vs. imaginary farm animals.
4. The anticipated duration of the unit is two weeks (ten school days). This is provided each day consists of 40-45 minutes of class time.
5. This unit provides students with a deeper understanding of the importance of working together as well as friendship. Writing, vocabulary and comprehension will be important aspects of this unit.
6. The setting for this unit is a fifth grade classroom. Students will be allowed to use the school computer lab when needed. Throughout the unit students will be working individually as well as in small groups.
II.  State Standards:

LA 5.1.3.a Know and apply phonetic and structural analysis (e.g., Greek and Latin roots

and affixes, multi-syllable words) when reading, writing, and spelling grade level
text.

LA 5.1.4.b Use context to adjust pace and prosody based on purpose, text complexity,

form, and style.

LA 5.1.5.c Acquire new academic and content-specific grade-level vocabulary, relate to

prior knowledge, and apply in new situations.
LA 5.1.5.e Determine meaning using reference materials.

LA 5.1.6.d Summarize and analyze a literary text and/or media, using key details to

explain the theme.

LA 5.1.6.n Make and confirm/modify predictions and inferences with text evidence while previewing and reading literary, informational, digital text, and/or media.
LA 5.2.1.c Gather and use relevant information and evidence from multiple

authoritative print and/or digital sources to support claims or theses.
LA 5.2.2.a Communicate information and ideas effectively in analytic, descriptive,

informative, narrative, poetic, persuasive, and reflective modes to multiple

audiences using a variety of media and formats.
LA 5.4.1.a Locate, organize, analyze, and evaluate information from print and digital

resources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.
MA 5.3.1.b Create and analyze numeric patterns using words, tables, and graphs

5.3.4 Students will describe changes in organisms over time
FA 5.2.1.b Use observation, imagination and interpretation in creating artworks that reflect a variety of styles, themes, (glossary) and subjects
3. Research and information fluency: Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.
Objectives for Unit
Objective 1: Students will be able to understand the concept of friendship and identify a      person who has been a true friend to them.
Objective 2: Students will be able to correctly explain the life cycle of a spider.
Objective 3: Students will be able to incorporate vocabulary from the book, correctly, into a   piece of writing at the end of the unit.
III. Introductory Activity for Unit (Day 1 of Unit)

Students will first be passed a book they will use for the entirety of the unit. Without discussing anything about it, students will be told to take a “picture walk”, looking at all the pictures throughout the book. They will also be told to check out the titles of the chapters. Have students think-pair-share and discuss what they think the book will be about. Have students present findings and thoughts to the class. Hopefully a student will bring up something having to do with friendship. If not, transition conversation into friendship and how it may play a role in the book. Throughout the unit students will journal about various things. Have students journal for a few minutes about a true friend they may have. Discuss friendships and give students the opportunity to share what they think being a good friend means.

This will most likely take almost the entire first day. With time left over after this activity, begin reading the first chapter. If there is no time left, students will need to read the first, second and third chapter for homework.

While reading and writing in their journal, students will reach the following standard:


LA 5.1.3.a Know and apply phonetic and structural analysis (e.g., Greek and Latin roots

and affixes, multi-syllable words) when reading, writing, and spelling grade level

text.
IV. Lesson Plans
Chapter Four: Loneliness (Day 2 of Unit)
Ellie Rashid

Grade Level: Fifth Grade

Integrated Disciplines: Literature, Math (timeline/chart)

Nebraska Standards:

LA 5.1.4.b Use context to adjust pace and prosody based on purpose, text complexity,

form, and style.
LA 5.1.5.c Acquire new academic and content-specific grade-level vocabulary, relate to

prior knowledge, and apply in new situations.
LA 5.1.5.e Determine meaning using reference materials.
LA 5.1.6.n Make and confirm/modify predictions and inferences with text evidence while previewing and reading literary, informational, digital text, and/or media.
MA 5.3.1.b Create and analyze numeric patterns using words, tables, and graphs
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to copy given vocabulary words into their Charlotte’s Web journal.

2. Students will be able to accurately and efficiently find and define the given vocabulary words in their CW journal.

3. Students will be able to listen while fellow classmates read the fourth chapter out loud.

4. Students will first create a timeline or chart of Wilber’s plan for the day (found on page twenty-five). They will then create a similar timeline or chart (including times) of their daily activities. This should include pictures and short sentences describing the activity.
Assessment:

1. Journals will be collected and assessed daily by the teacher.

2. Journals will be collected and assessed daily by the teacher.

3. Teacher will observe and redirect as needed while students are reading aloud as a group.

4. Teacher will assess each timeline or chart based on content, drawings and neatness.

Materials:


Charlotte’s Web books


Smart Board/Projector to display vocab words


Paper/Pencils


CW journals


Markers/Crayons/Colored Pencils


Dictionaries for each student

Procedures

Anticipatory Set:


Class will begin with a discussion of the student’s predictions from the previous day. After reading three chapters of the book, some students will have new ideas about what will happen as well as whether or not their predictions were accurate so far. After this discussion, teacher will explain how vocabulary for this book will work. Teacher will talk a bit about timelines and events that happen in a specific series. Lastly, teacher will explain that the class will read aloud from the book each day.
Learning Activities:

Teacher: Teacher will first ask if there were any questions on the reading from the night before. Discussion will move towards predictions the students made the day before. Teacher will call on students asking them to explain how the book has already differed from their predictions. If no differences students will be asked to explain what they think will happen next. Discussion about what may or may not have shocked students will occur. Teacher will then move focus to vocabulary for the unit. The first of three vocabulary lists will be projected for students to see. Teacher will instruct them to write the words in their journal for the book. Students will then be asked to use the dictionaries provided to define all of the words. After ten or so minutes teacher will instruct students to put journals away and class will begin reading chapter four aloud. Whatever words are not defined can be finished up at a later time. Teacher will next call on students to read aloud to the class. Once reading is finished students will be instructed to turn to page twenty-five and quietly reread the part of the chapter that explains Wilbur’s plans for the day. Teacher will draw a timeline or chart on the board. Then students will be instructed to create a timeline of the events Wilbur describes. Teacher will then explain that students need to create a timeline of what their average day looks like. This instruction will include telling students the timelines need to include times, short sentences describing the event and pictures that further add to the explanation.
Students: Students will contribute to beginning discussion about the reading, copy words from the board, define words with dictionary, read aloud when called on by teacher, quietly reread Wilbur’s agenda for the day, create a timeline of his events and finally create a timeline of their own daily events.

Differentiation
ELL: Students can write the English and Spanish translation of vocab words and definition.

HAL: Students can define words as well as use them in a sentence in their journal.

Closure: Students will share their different daily events with a partner before the class is dismissed.

Suggested Time Frame: 40-45 minutes

References: https://www.msu.edu/~zenkcarl/Charlotte%27s%20Web%20Unit.html
Reflection: This lesson would be a simple plan to ease students in to the schedule of the unit itself. They would become comfortable with how vocabulary works as well as class discussion of the reading they have done so far. Students will begin to relate to Wilbur, even though he is a pig. He plans out his days just as they do.

Chapter 11: The Miracle (Day 5 of the Unit)
Ellie Rashid

Grade Level: Fifth Grade

Integrated Disciplines: Literature, Art

Nebraska Standards:


LA 5.1.3.a Know and apply phonetic and structural analysis (e.g., Greek and Latin roots

and affixes, multi-syllable words) when reading, writing, and spelling grade level
text.

LA 5.1.4.b Use context to adjust pace and prosody based on purpose, text complexity,

form, and style.

LA 5.1.5.c Acquire new academic and content-specific grade-level vocabulary, relate to

prior knowledge, and apply in new situations.
LA 5.1.6.d Summarize and analyze a literary text and/or media, using key details to

explain the theme.
FA 5.2.1.b Use observation, imagination and interpretation in creating artworks that reflect a variety of styles, themes, (glossary) and subjects
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to cite examples of Charlotte and Wilbur’s blossoming friendship in class discussion.

2. Students will be able to create a “web” out of given materials, with a single word entangled in it.

3. Students will be able to write a paragraph adequately describing why they chose the word they did.

Assessment:

1. Teacher will take note of who participates in discussion and those who do not will be asked to do so at another point throughout the unit.

2. Teacher will assess whether or not students have completed a project that looks somewhat like a web. Students must have a visible word (spelled correctly) inside the web.

3. Students will be assessed on spelling, grammar and content of the paragraph. Reasoning behind the chosen word must be relevant and applicable to the assignment.

Materials:


Charlotte’s Web book


Writing Utensils


CW journal


Marshmallows


Toothpicks


Dictionaries


Paper

Procedure
Anticipatory Set: Students will arrive and immediately begin finishing their vocab from the week if they have not done so already. They are also able to complete any of the other in class activities they may not have had a chance to finish. After a few minutes group reading will begin. Once this is complete, teacher will display pictures of cartoon or movie characters that students are familiar with (i.e. Tigger and Pooh, Minny and Mickey Mouse, Anna and Elsa, etc). Students will be asked to pair these characters up with their best friends. Students will be asked to come up to the smart board and draw a line from one character to his or her friend. From here a discussion on friendship will occur. Teacher, with help from students will create a list of qualities found in a friend.

Learning Activities

Teacher: Teacher will direct students to complete their previous assignments and after a few minutes will begin the class reading. Once the reading is completed, teacher will unveil the characters for students to match up with one another. Once all are matched up, teacher will go into discussion of why these characters are friends and what makes a friendship a friendship. Teacher will make a list of these characteristics. Teacher will then ask students to describe the friendship developing between Wilbur and Charlotte. Teacher will ask about the biggest sign of their friendship so far (Charlotte making a web in an attempt to save Wilbur’s life). Teacher will ask for reasons why this was so important. After this discussion teacher will explain the activity that will follow.
Activity: Teacher will explain that students will be making a web of their own. Explanation would include asking students to think of a word that a friend would use to describe them, just like Charlotte came up with a phrase to describe Wilbur. Students will then be given marshmallows and toothpicks and will be asked to use the materials to spell out the word. Once the word is spelled they will need to create a web around the word, to make it look like the masterpiece Charlotte had created.

Once the activity is explained, the teacher will discuss the writing piece that accompanies the artwork. Teacher will instruct students to write one paragraph describing why they chose the word they did. They will need to include information about themselves that helps readers to understand the importance and relevance of this word to their personality.

Students: Students will work on completing their previous assignments, read aloud if called on by the teacher, participate in class discussion on friendship, give teacher ideas of what is necessary for a friendship to be a friendship, participate in matching the pairs of friends if called on, listen to instruction on how to complete the activity, complete the activity, and complete the writing piece of the activity. If the writing piece is not completed in class it will be taken home to be completed.

Differentiation:

ELL: Students can make their word web in either Spanish or English

Resource: If students have difficulty creating the art project, teacher or another student can help connect his or her toothpicks with marshmallows.

Closure: Students will share with the class which word they chose to describe themselves as well as why they chose this word.
Suggested Time Frame: 40-50 minutes

Reflection: In the ideal situation, this unit would have started on a Monday. This would be a fun activity to end the week with. Students would enjoy the activity as well as the self-reflection it would require. If students didn’t quite finish the paragraph about why they chose the word they did, they would have the rest of the weekend to think about it and finish their writing. 

Chapter 22: A Warm Wind (Day 8 of unit)

Ellie Rashid

Grade Level: Fifth Grade

Integrated Disciplines: Literature, Technology

Nebraska Standards:

LA 5.2.1.c Gather and use relevant information and evidence from multiple

authoritative print and/or digital sources to support claims or theses.
LA 5.4.1.a Locate, organize, analyze, and evaluate information from print and digital

resources to generate and answer questions and create new understandings.
5.3.4 Students will describe changes in organisms over time
3. Research and information fluency: Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to listen and read aloud when called on.

2. Students will be able to correctly complete a webquest involving farm animals as well as the lifecycle of a spider. This will be done using a computer.
Assessment:

1. Teacher will supervise reading and redirect when necessary.

2. Teacher will assess completed webquest for accuracy and completion. Computer skills will be assessed as well.

Materials:


Charlotte’s Web book


Computer for each student


Webquest guide print out


Writing Utensil

Procedure

Anticipatory Set: Class will begin with reading the final chapter of the book. Students will have completely read the entire book. Time will be set aside for discussion and thoughts on the books end as well as whether or not it is as they had imagined. 
Learning Activities

Teacher: Teacher will lead reading of the final chapter. Once this is finished, discussion of the book in general will take place. Teacher will ask questions regarding what the students thought was going to happen vs. what actually happened. Questions about what the spiders were doing at the very end will also be asked. Teacher will then create a KWL chart on the smart/ white board. Students will be asked what they already know about the life cycle of a spider. They will also be asked what they want to know about how a spider goes about its life. Teacher will leave the KWL on the board. Teacher will explain to class that they will be completing a short webquest to learn more about spiders and how they change over time. Teacher will pass out a guide for the webquest to each student. Teacher will then take students to computer lab to complete the quest. Teacher will monitor students while on the computers to make sure the correct web searches are taking place. Once finished, teacher will take the class back to the classroom. Students will be asked to complete the “what I learned” part of the KWL chart. Teacher will close by asking students questions about the book as a review for the test the following day.

Students: Students will listen and read aloud when called on, participate in discussion of the ending of the book and the book overall, contribute to the creation of a KWL chart about spiders, respectfully and quietly walk to the computer lab, work on and complete the webquest about a spiders life, complete the L part of the chart once back in the classroom and participate in review for the test.

Differentiation:

Resource: students will various LDs will be able to work with a partner on the webquest.

ELL: Students will be able to find and draw pictures of the various parts of a spider’s life. They will write a sentence next to the picture describing what is going on.

Closure: Students will finish class with the completion of the L part of the KWL chart. If time is left, teacher will ask questions to students to help them review for the test the following day.

Suggested Time Frame: 40-45 minutes

Reflection: I think this activity would be a change of pace from what students had done in previous days. Depending on what the students were learning in science class, this could be a good supplement for things learned in either previous or future science classes.
V.  Culminating Activity for Unit (Day 10 of unit)
Ellie Rashid
Grade Level: Fifth Grade

Integrated Disciplines: Art, Literature

Nebraska Standards: 

LA 5.2.2.a Communicate information and ideas effectively in analytic, descriptive,

informative, narrative, poetic, persuasive, and reflective modes to multiple

audiences using a variety of media and formats.
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to create either a friendship bracelet or keychain out of given supplies.

2. Students will be able to construct a letter to a friend using correct grammar, spelling and organization. Students must correctly use a minimum of 8 vocabulary words from the unit throughout their writing.

Assessment:

1. Teacher will take note of whether or not students have a completed bracelet or keychain.

2. Teacher will assess the letter based on grammar, spelling, content, organization and correct use of at least 8 vocabulary words throughout.

Materials:


String


Beads


Writing Utensil


Paper


Markers/Crayons/Colored Pencils


Journal full of vocabulary words

Procedures

Anticipatory Set: Teacher will ask students if they have ever made bracelets or key chains out of string and beads. Examples of these completed projects will be passed around for students to look at.

Learning Activities

Teacher: Explanation of the purpose of making friendship bracelets will occur, relating the activity back to the friendship between Charlotte and Wilbur. Teacher will explain that each student will need to think of a friend (or family member) they want to write a letter to. Students will be told to choose someone outside of the class to make sure no one will feel left out. Teacher will explain in detail what the letter to the friend must contain, making sure to include the fact that students need to include 8 of their vocabulary words used correctly throughout. Explanation of where supplies for bracelets or key chains are will take place. Teacher will make sure to explain that crafts are only to be started once the letter is finished. If students do not finish, they make take supplies home to complete the activity. Teacher will explain that students may actually give the letter and craft to whoever they chose.

Students: Students will listen while teacher is giving instruction, decide on a person to write to, quietly begin their letter, once finished with the letter they will turn it in and begin on their bracelet or key chain.
Differentiation

ELL: If students are writing to someone who speaks their native language, they will be allowed to write in that language. They however, must translate to teacher at a later time.

Resource: Students who have difficulty using their hands may have another student or teacher help them make the bracelet or keychain.

Suggested Time Frame: 40-45 minutes

Reflection: I think this would be an enjoyable final activity to close out the Charlotte’s Web unit. Students will be have the different aspects of Charlotte and Wilbur’s friendship fresh in their minds which will help them choose who they would like to write their letter to.

VI. Assess student achievement of the Unit objectives

1. Understanding of the meaning of friendship will be assessed through the final writing activity. It will also be observed in student’s participation in class discussion.

2. Unit exam will include a question about the life cycle of a spider, which students learned about during the webquest the day before the exam.

3. Teacher will assess the students on their writing, spelling, grammar and organization skills exhibited in the final writing project. Correct use of at least 8 vocabulary words will be assessed as well.
